
Kristin Skees: Cozy Portraits
My work combines traditional portraiture, conceptual knitting, and a love of the unexpected and absurd. Like an ill-fitting 
handmade sweater, the cozies are about the claustrophobia of relationships. They represent the ways in which our closest 
relationships can often walk the fine line between loving and smothering. In the Cozy Portrait series I create a custom cozy 
for each person in the project – often my close friends and family, identified by the portrait title. Some of the portraits 
take a week to complete, and some take a year. From beginning to end, the piece is defined by my relationship, dialog, and 
collaboration with the person being cozied. The process and the resulting portraits are very specific to each person. But by 
covering the majority of a person’s identifiable features, they also become abstract and universal. While the final form is a 
photographic portrait, for me, the piece begins with the first conversation, and the first question: “Can I cozy you?”

Bill Davis: No Dark in Sight
Robert Frank said the photograph must contain the humanity of the moment and convey a vision. 

I exhibit humanity’s vision for itself. No Dark in Sight is funded to convey how artificial light occupies the night– as a 
dystopian condition rewriting our connection to night. Photography means to “write with light”, which is why the camera so 
perfectly narrates the story of our desultory nights.

When night looks like day, we have a problem. Using the Bortle Night Brightness Scale, I travel to make images in overly lit 
terrestrial sites. Focused on sustainable practice, I now realize we live in the false promise of a post-industrial revolution– immersed 
by inventions that dismantle the biosphere. Trained to see light as an ally, I now call it a frenemy. That may sound abstract but is not 
absurd. It’s okay to be afraid of the dark but less so to be unafraid of its absence. Light is not a hero and darkness no enemy.

Quality of light affects quality of life. Darkness is disenfranchised by light pollution. My dye sublimation aluminum prints 
explore why. Buildings disappear into an orange abyss, flora contort, food chains break, swarming insects collapse, industry 
spikes commercial lighting, and civilizations bask in the glow of electrified candles. Our diminishing biosphere cannot 
sustain consumer appetite for synthetic light. Secondhand light is a cultural and medical issue– not unlike secondhand 
smoke. Excessive light is a threat to wellbeing. We should not have a net opposition to engineered light, but rather an 
employment of its functionally to wise applications.

Let there be (less) light. Humans embrace light’s defeat of darkness– but darkness is not the enemy. Institutionally, religiously, 
psychologically, and industrially, societies uniquely define light as a prerequisite for triumph over darkness. Fear of the dark is 
understandable but fake light is no savior. 

Manufactured light is oppressive. It is concentrated in oppressed communities– thus it compromises already underserved and 
disenfranchised populations. Let us not overlook the historical value of natural darkness to American slaves who used stars to 
navigate towards freedom. 

Less natural is the new normal. Night has an identity crisis. Engineered light explains why. No Dark in Sight implores viewers 
to consider this unsustainable “sky culture”. 

This is a personal story about a public crisis. No Dark in Sight unfolds the slow-motion emergency of a pretty poison that 
charms us to digest this consumer convenience. To make these nocturne images I taste that poison– all to better contextualize 
the perceived normalcy of colonizing life at night with such grotesque and jaundiced auburn haze. It is a disquieting condition 
pathologizing our desire to regret an unwillingness to change– a zest to fail. 

When night looks like night, we can embrace its lifeforce. No Dark in Sight exhibits why and how that matters by inviting 
populations to adopt foresight intelligence, employ reason, and manage their communities in less artificial ways.

No Dark in Sight coincidentally reimagines the critique and discussion about art. Future conversations must employ the foresight 
intelligence needed to sustain wellbeing for all. Environmental, economic, and social topics must drive future discourse.

I am pleased to thank: Jacksonville University, Associate Dean Dana Tupa, Professor Ginger Sheridan, Assistant to the Dean Vickie 
Jones, Dr. Laura Winn (PhD), Daniel Brown (Editor- Aeqai Journal), Brittany Ganguly (Stanford University Millennium Alliance for 
Humanities and the Biosphere), Dr. Zsolt Batori (Dean - Budapest Metropolitan Univ.), Jim Andracki (President) and The Las Vegas 
Astronomical Society, The Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, Richard Bell (President) and the Kalamazoo Astronomical Society, The University 
of Maryland Astronomy Department, Western Michigan University, The Milton Ratner Foundation, Igor Manko (Curator - Photo Kyiv, 
Cofounder - VASA Project), Bob Hirsch (CEPA- NY), Deo Lerma (Polly Magazine), Dr. Sibylle Frey (BSc, MSc), Professor and Author 
Garin Horner, Dr. Harold Glasser, and my family for the ongoing support.

D A V I S  A N D  S K E E S  E X H I B I T I O N

Bill Davis: No Dark in Sight
and

Kristin Skees: Close Knit

For more information or accommodations
please contact, Vickie Jones at vjones11@ju.edu or

Ryan Schulz, Gallery and Studio Operations Director at rschulz@ju.edu



Kristin Skees
Alan (Gradient #1)
24” x 36”
2016

Kristin Skees
Close up of The Musgraves
16” x 24”, 27” x 19”
2019
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William Davis
Electric Candleland
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Screen Time
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Safe Space
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2016

William Davis
Basswood
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Holiday Wrapping
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2016



Kristin Skees
The Wynnes
24” x 36”
2016

Kristin Skees
The Musgraves
16” x 24”, 27” x 19”
2019
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William Davis
Free Light
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Oil and Water
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Arch
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Flood Light
Metal Print
30” x 14”
2018
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Kristin Skees
Jess and Dave
24” x 36”
2015

Kristin Skees
Eliza June
16” x 24”, 27” x 19”
2019
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William Davis
Sky Glow I
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Unreal Estate
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2016

William Davis
Burning Bridge
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Sky Glow II
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2017
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Kristin Skees
Brett and Mindi (ICEE)
22” x 36”
2010

Kristin Skees
Ashley (London)
16” x 24”, 27” x 19”
2020

Kristin Skees
Julie
16” x 24”
2010

Kristin Skees
Close up of Audie and Michelle
24” x 36”
2015



William Davis
Atop Potosi
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Novus Ordo Seclorum
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2016
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Kristin Skees
Angela and Steve
24” x 36”
2011

Kristin Skees 
Alan (with Ruby)
24 x 36
2011

Kristin Skees
Greg Henry
24” x 36”
2016

Kristin Skees
Kristen
16” x 24”
2010



William Davis
Glow
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
No One Home
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2017

William Davis
40 Billion Candles
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018

William Davis
Viracocha
Metal Print
30” x 20”
2018
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Kristin Skees
Amy
16” x 24”
2013

Kristin Skees
Audie and Michelle
24” x 36”
2015

Kristin Skees
Bill the Librarian
16” x 24”
2010

Kristin Skees
Levi (Natural Arch, Yosemite)
16” x 24”, 27” x 19”
2019

Kristin Skees
Gina
24” x 36”
2009



Friends of Fine Arts 
The Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts relies on the generosity of individual and corporate donors to fulfill our 
mission. We gratefully acknowledge the following Friends who have made gifts of $250 or more during the past calendar 
year. Members receive complimentary tickets to select Performing Arts Series events, and invitations to exclusive Friends 
of Fine Arts events throughout the season. To join this distinguished community of supporters, visit www.ju.edu/give/
steincollege/, or call (904) 256-7345.

•     Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne *
•     Anne Liebergall
•     Susan Masucci
•     Brooks and Kenneth A. Meierdierks
•     Seana and Matthew S. McAfee
•     Susan McNeill
•     Rudolph W. McKissick
•     Brenda and William McNeiland
•     The Miami Foundation
•     Eric C. Nelson
•     Robert and Thelma Nied
•     Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pace
•     John Panaccione
•     Katherine Plante
•     Mark Polanis
•     Mr. Rhys D. Pollock
•     Irene Price Endowed Fund
•     Mr. and Mrs. Brian Putzke
•     Vanessa Quann
•     Jerrie Quick
•     Michael Reynolds
•     Marla Rosin
•     Peter Ryan
•     Christine Sapienza and Jasmine Bragg
•     William Schirmer
•     Gerard E. Schloth
•     Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Schmidt
•     Rebecca Schroder
•     Professor A. Ginger Sheridan
•     Joseph Sherin
•     Dorothy Smith
•     Jerry and Cindy Smith
•     Mr. and Mrs. William K. Spiers
•     Mr. and Mrs. William G. Spinelli
•     Tim Snyder and Michael Mastronicola
•     Linda and David Stein
•     Mike Sweeney
•     Jeffrey Thompson
•     Frances E. Tompkins
•     Thomas and Barbara Torres
•     Peter and Mary Lou Van Note
•     Carolyn Munro Wilson
•     Linda Wisler and Andrew Starnes
•     Jason Wegmet
•     Jay Wright

* Honorary member of the
   Friends of Fine Arts

•     Lauree Abramowitz Endowed Fund
•     St. Anastasia Catholic Church
•     Robert W. Aenchbacher
•     Anonymous (2)
•     Paul Antanavich
•     Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Ames
•     George Ballis
•     Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
•     Jim Benedict
•     Mica Bethea
•     James and Kimberly Beasley
•     Mr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Bryan IV
•     Henry Burbridge III
•     Chastain Jewelers
•     Audrey Campbell
•     Gail Chopra
•     Anna Chomiak
•     Lee Ann and Jeff Clements
•     Mr. Joel A. Mott III and Mrs. Linda M. Cliff
•     Artie Clifton
•     Ms. Ruth Conley
•     Janet Constantine
•     Jackie Cornelius
•     Tim and Stephanie Cost
•     Darren Dailey
•     Nan Davis
•     Hon. and Mrs. M. Dees
•     Kelly A. Delaney and Laird A. Myer
•     Patricia Delaney
•     Louis J. DiGiusto and Carol DiGiusto
•     David Faliszek
•     Earl Farris
•     Faith Fetzer
•     Danielle Fisher
•     John and Sondra Frus
•     W.C. Gentry
•     Henry and Lucy Gooding Endowment
•     Laura Haimes
•     Charlene Haltiwanger
•     Jeannie Hardwick
•     Mr. and Mrs. E. Andrus Healy
•     David and Denise Healy
•     Edmund Healy Foundation
•     Cynthia Hoffren
•     James Holt
•     James C. Johns
•     Heather Johnson 
•     Meredith Johnson
•     Anne Joseph
•     Charles Joseph
•     Warren Keene

Creative Arts Series upcoming events:

Faculty Showcase Recital
Friday, September 10 at 7:30 PM

Terry Concert Hall

Lunch Music: Scott Watkins, piano
Tuesday, September 14 at 12:30 PM

Terry Concert Hall

Constitution Day
Jacksonville University Philosophy Slam

Thursday, September 16 at 7:30 PM
River House

Orchestra Fanfare Concert
Tuesday, September 21 at 7:30 PM

Terry Concert Hall

Aquarian Release Party
Thursday, September 23 at 7:30 PM

River House

Subscribe to the Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts YouTube 
channel to experience our virtual Creative Arts Series events.

For the latest updates and news, follow us on social media and email 
steincollege@ju.edu to join the Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts 

electronic mailing list.

View our event calendar at www.ju.edu/steincollege
*www.jutickets.com for ticketing information


